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The court has told us it has to be the
exact text. If you change one para-
graph, it is unconstitutional. They
want us to adopt a rule that includes
the bill but a lot of other language. It’s
not the same text. It’s unconstitu-
tional.

The inconvenient truth is we have to
follow the law, and this is the supreme
law of the land.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. AUSTRIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, this
week marks a defining moment for this
Congress and our Nation. With our na-
tional debt over $12 trillion and con-
tinuing to grow while government en-
croaches into every aspect of our lives,
the American people have spoken out
loudly against any government take-
over of their health care. All we have
to do is listen to our constituents. Yet
this administration and this Democrat
leadership continues to force a $1 tril-
lion health care bill of Congress into
law.

This bill will increase the health care
costs for millions of Americans who are
satisfied with their current health care
coverage. It will cut Medicare and re-
duces benefits for seniors, such as
Medicare Advantage. It will raise taxes
on families and small businesses.

We all agree that our health care sys-
tem can and should be improved. Un-
fortunately, Members of Congress are
not listening to the American people,
and that is that more government is
not the answer.

It is time to work together on a com-
monsense, step-by-step approach that
will lower costs and make health care
more affordable and accessible while
keeping your doctor-patient relation-
ship and choices.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in strong objection to what oc-
curred yesterday in the Budget Com-
mittee. The Budget Committee passed
a shell of a reconciliation bill. This
shell bill will be replaced with what-
ever the Rules Committee deems as ap-
propriate health care legislation. No
one has seen what the Rules Com-
mittee plans to insert.

This is not an open and transparent
process. An open and transparent proc-
ess wouldn’t be resorting to using shell
bills. An open and transparent process
wouldn’t have had backroom negotia-
tions that are far and away from the C-
SPAN cameras. What happened in the
Budget Committee and what’s hap-
pening in the Rules Committee is not
what the American people want.

I strongly oppose the majority’s use
of the parliamentary gimmicks to pass
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big government takeover of health

care.

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam
Speaker, looks like we may have a
mystery worthy of an investigation by
Scooby Doo and his gang here. This
week, the House may pass a bill to
overhaul one-sixth of our economy. But
here we are Tuesday, and Scooby and
Shaggy are scratching their heads try-
ing to figure out, one, what’s in the
bill; two, what special backroom deals
have been cut, and three, how can
Democrats impose on the American
people a bill they don’t even have the
courage to vote on.

Here are our clues. Speaker PELOSI
says we're not allowed to see what’s in
the bill until it passes, and she says
“no one’ wants to vote for the bill that
she’s forcing through. We know there
are special payoffs for States like Ne-
braska. We know there are political
payoffs. We know there are tax hikes
and Medicare cuts, and it’s not a mys-
tery why the Democrats are going to
try to invent a ghostly scheme to pass
this terrible bill.

And when the Scooby gang unmasks
the ghost, we’ll hear the Speaker say, I
would have gotten away with it, too, if
it weren’t for those meddling Ameri-
cans. Ruh-roh.

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. CAO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, the basic
tenets of a democracy are those that
protect life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Accessible, affordable
health care that protects life is one of
those tenets. This is why I applaud
President Obama for his strength and
determination in pushing for health
care reform in the face of great adver-
sity.

I support H.R. 3962, the Health Care
Reform Bill, that passed the TU.S.
House on November 7, 2009, because it
tries to provide affordable health care
while protecting life. And I stand ready
to support health care reform again so
long as the reconciliation bill seeks the
same goals.

As of now, the Senate health care bill
falls short and even contradicts the
most basic principle of civilization:
Thou shalt not Kkill. The Senate bill
willfully excludes the language of the
Hyde Amendment and seeks to expand
funding and the role of the Federal
Government in the despicable Killing
of the unborn. It also fails to incor-
porate provisions to protect the con-
science of medical providers regarding
abortion, as found in the Hyde-Weldon
Amendment. These flaws are so dev-
astating in their effects that they over-
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ride any good the Senate health care
bill seeks to promote.

Until this House fixes the abortion
language and incorporates a conscience
protection clause, I stand firmly in op-
position.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, I am
just a bill, and I am sitting here on
Capitol Hill waiting for a vote, appar-
ently, unless you’re in NANCY PELOSI’S
House. Unlike in ‘‘School House Rock,”’
NANCY PELOSI says that this little guy
doesn’t need to wait around for a vote.
He can be deemed to be passed.

Now, this is a new one for my daugh-
ter Jessica’s high school government
class. They can’t understand how
Speaker PELOSI can deem a bill passed
without a vote. There is no deeming a
bill passed in ‘‘School House Rock” or
in the expectations of the American
people.

In today’s Washington Post, Speaker
PELOSI tells us why she wants to deem
the health care bill passed without a
vote. She suggests that it politically
protects lawmakers who are reluc-
tantly supporting the measure. How-
ever, the American people are smart.
They know that for this bill to become
law, it takes a vote.

Madam Speaker, let’s stop the par-
liamentary tricks. Let’s bring this bill
to a vote, and I will be voting ‘‘no.”

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, the
American people have made it very
clear that they do not like or want this
bill. How arrogant is it for the other
side of the aisle to say to them, We
know what’s best for you, and we're
going to pass it anyway. And then how
arrogant is it for the other side of the
aisle to say, We don’t have to take a
vote on this bill. We’ll just deem it law.

In both cases the other side of the
aisle is grossly underestimating the in-
telligence of the American people. The
American people know that deeming is
a vote on a bill that they don’t like.
Let’s just have an up-or-down vote if
we have to have a vote on this, and I
vote ‘‘no.”

—————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. THORNBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. THORNBERRY. Madam Speaker,
the Founding Fathers established this
Congress so that individuals would be
elected from all over the country, come
here with different points of view, dis-
cuss those views, yes, but ultimately
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